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What This Legislation Will Do 
It will designate over 190,000 acres of wilderness, 
add new areas to the Santa Rosa-San Jacinto 
Mountains National Monument, and designate 31 
miles of Wild and Scenic River in Representative 
Mary Bono's congressional district. The areas 
proposed for protection are some of the most 
outstanding wild regions in Riverside County. When 
an area is designated as wilderness, as a wild and 
scenic river, or as a monument, it is permanently 
protected in its natural state for future generations to 
enjoy. 
 

Economic Benefits 
Tourism plays a central role in the economy of 
Riverside County.  People come from all over 
California and the world to enjoy spectacular 
wildlands like the National Monument and Joshua 
Tree National Park.  The protection of these areas 
will enhance the economies of nearby communities 
and increase land value for property owners. 
 

Quality of L ife   
In Southern California, Riverside County provides 
the unique opportunity to hike, climb, ride horses, 
and enjoy the remarkable beauty of places that are 
still truly wild.  As the population of California 
continues to grow, the demand for wild places to "get 
away from it all" will only increase.  This legislation 
will preserve these beautiful places for outdoor 
recreation and wildlife habitat, leaving an important 
and breathtaking legacy for future generations to 
enjoy.  
 

Ecological Benefits 
These areas are home to endangered species such as the 
mountain yellow legged frog, Peninsular bighorn sheep, 
the southwestern willow flycatcher, desert tortoise, and 
the Quino checkerspot butterfly, as well as numerous 
other sensitive species of animals and plants.  These areas 
also provide essential habitat for mountain lion, mule 
deer, badger, mountain quail, and bald eagle, and serve as 
important wildlife movement corridors. 
 

This Legislation Will NOT: 
·  Close roads that are currently open to the public 
·  Affect private land 
·  Prohibit hunting, fishing, or horseback riding 
·  Prohibit currently authorized off-road vehicle use 

or livestock grazing 
·  Prevent government agencies from fighting 

wildfires or from managing vegetation to reduce 
fire danger 

 

Suppor t for the California Deser t and 
Mountain Her itage Act 
This legislation is supported by the California Wild 
Heritage Campaign, a coalition of over 400 organizations 
and businesses including The Wilderness Society, Sierra 
Club, Friends of the River, California Wilderness 
Coalition, Friends of the Desert Mountains, the National 
Parks Conservation Association, Campaign for America’s 
Wilderness, and the National Hispanic Environmental 
Council.   
 

View from Beauty Mountain at sunset 

Joshua Tree Wilderness Addition 
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Agua Tibia Wilderness Addition (1,950 acres): 
This forgotten corner of Palomar Mountain has 
steep canyons cloaked in coastal sage scrub and 
groves of pine and fir, with willow and cottonwood 
growing along its larger streams. A haven for 
sensitive species with dwindling habitats.  

Beauty Mountain Wilderness (16,700 acres): 
Fascinating rock formations and oak woodlands, all 
overlooked by the majestic 5,548 peak of Beauty 
Mountain.  It serves as a critical bridge for migrating 
wildlife and includes Million Dollar Spring, one of 
the most pristine watersheds in all of southwestern 
California.   

Cahuilla Mountain Wilderness (7,131 acres): 
Offers spectacular views of the historic Juan 
Bautista de Anza Trail, soaring peaks, and the vast 
desert landscape. Its chaparral covered slopes and 
forested mountaintop are home to mountain lion, 
mountain and California quail, and the rare red 
diamond rattlesnake. 

Chuckwalla Mountains Wilderness (14,480 acres): Resembling a rock 
fortress rising dramatically above the desert lowlands, this area is home to the 
chuckwalla, the potbellied reptile for which the region is named.  Contains rock 
rings, petroglyphs and other indications of thousands of years of Native 
American residence. 

Joshua Tree Wilderness Additions (78,150 acres): Provides a multitude of 
recreational activities for visitors who come from all over the world to enjoy rock 
climbing, hiking, and riding.  The park’s sweeping valleys, craggy peaks and narrow 
canyons provide refuge for bighorn sheep and desert tortoise, as well as cactus 
gardens and the distinctive Joshua tree.  

Orocopia Mountains Wilderness (3,760 acres): Sliced through by the San 
Andreas Fault, earthquakes have twisted and broken this landscape into colorful 
canyons, cliffs, and jagged peaks.  Home to desert fan palm oases and sensitive 
species of bighorn sheep and prairie falcon. 

Palen-McCoy Wilderness (20.320 acres): With mountains, dunes, and gigantic 
washes, this addition to the existing Palm-McCoy Wilderness contains sensitive 
species of desert tortoise, Mojave fringe-toed lizard, and bighorn sheep, as well 
as the largest midland ironwood ecosystem in the California desert. 

Pinto Mountain Wilderness (24,080 acres): Rising sharply from the northern edge 
of the Pinto Basin, these mountains are designated by U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
as “Critical Habitat”  for the future survival of the desert tortoise 
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Waterfall on North Fork San Jacinto River 

Palen-McCoy Proposed Wilderness Addition 
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Santa Rosa Wilderness (3,300 acres): 
Large washes, alluvial fans and rugged 
mountain foothills provide critical habitat 
for Peninsular bighorn sheep. This area 
contains diverse cactus gardens, part of 
the shoreline of Ancient Lake Cahuilla, 
and Virgin Spring, an important water 
source for mule deer and other wildlife. 

South Fork San Jacinto Wilderness 
(21,760 acres): Contains lush groves of 
big-cone Douglas fir, willow, and 
cottonwood.  The rich streamside 
woodlands are a popular hiking 
destination, and home to mountain lion, 
mule deer, mountain quail, southern 
spotted owl, and bald eagle.  

Bautista Creek Wild and Scenic River :  In addition to its outstanding cultural and historical values, Bautista Creek supports 
the largest number of sensitive and endangered wildlife species in the San Bernardino National Forest, including the 
endangered arroyo toad, San Bernardino kangaroo rat, southwestern willow fly-catcher and Quino checkerspot butterfly. 

Nor th Fork San Jacinto River  and Fuller  Creek:  Beginning in alpine conifer forests, this river plunges through a 
rugged canyon before slowing down to a peaceful willow-lined stream in the foothills below.  Both the Pacific Crest Trail 
and popular Seven Pines Trail cross this area.   

Palm Canyon Creek: Supporting the largest California fan palm oasis in 
the United States, these waters are a sanctuary for the endangered 
Peninsular bighorn sheep and an important cultural area for the Cahuilla 
Indians. 

Santa Rosa Peak Monument Addition (3,507 acres): Offers a scenic 
campground for visitors to the Santa Rosa and San Jacinto Mountains 
National Monument, as well as habitat for the rare Gray Vireo. 

Snow Creek Monument Addition (50 acres): A crucial wildlife 
movement corridor, linking habitats for a broad collection of plants and 
animals such as the mountain lion, badger, and antelope ground squirrel.  

Southeast Area Monument Addition (4,679 acres): In addition to 
providing critical bighorn sheep habitat, the area contains a portion of the 
shoreline of Ancient Lake Cahuilla and evidence of historic use including 
rock fish traps and traces of ancient trails. 

Tahquitz Peak Monument Addition (131 acres): Soaring granite rock 
outcrops and views of distant mountain ranges and the ocean make the 
hike to this summit very popular, with thousands of people making the trek 
annually. 
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For more information, contact: Shane Walton 
    Friends of the River 
    (760) 920 – 3391 
    swalton@friendsoftheriver.org  

Hiking in South Fork San Jacinto Proposed Wilderness 

Beauty Mountain Proposed Wilderness 


